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"How can I speak to him?" complained
Stephen,
"You'll learn," said William, "And can't you
wear a topee5 Stephen^ instead of that horrible
hat? Why didn't you get one at Simon Artz?"
That hurt Stephen, who had taken such parti-
cular pains not to get a topee at Simon Artz.
But William was also kind. He met Stephen at
Howrah Station, and brought him back to the
house and introduced him to Gray, who lived with
him, took him down to the office and introduced
him again to Sir Thomas Railings, his chief,
gave him lunch at Lepri's and asked him to his
party- "It's a B party/' he said,
"What's a B party?"
"A and B. B girls."
"Oh, I see," said Stephen, and began to wonder
about these Eurasian girls of whom he had heard
so much, who were so alluring and so dangerous,
"What happens?" he asked.
"Usual thing," said William. "They behave
very well and we behave very badly, and then they
behave worse,"
"Oh!" said Stephen again, "Do you think,
William, that you would mind if I bought some
curtains for my bedroom? I mean it's rather
like a boot-box now, isn't it? Thin tomato-
coloured ones would be rather perfect, wouldn't
they?"
"Delicious," said William sourly.
When Stephen asked Rosa to dance she was as
dazzled as if she had been caught up to heaven in